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GALLERIES

Paintings that go beyond the surface By Cate McQuaid |  GLOBE CORRESPONDENT     MAY 09, 2012
Going Beyond the Surface
Three shows at Galatea Fine Art deserve notice, in particular Cynthia Maurice’s monstrous, muscular drawings of cut flowers. Her “Coleus (Diptych),” in charcoal and pastel, heaves and shimmies. The outlined leaves, each veined with red and tinged with yellow with no green in sight, resemble the patterns of wings in flight. “Iris Forms,” a pastel, explodes with droopy, voluptuous petals, cradled in spiky, upstanding leaves, all drawn in loose, assertive strokes.

Arnold Trachtman, now in his 80s, has made paintings sharp with social commentary for decades. His works at Galatea take a more personal turn, delving into his memories of growing up in Lynn. Some date back more than 40 years. They have a graphic art pizzazz. “My Grandfather,” painted quite recently, is a delight, with a Lynn neighborhood revolving gaudily around the strong figure of the striding, beak-nosed patriarch.

Ruth LaGue’s encaustic paintings hang everything — technique, color, mood — on the skeleton of the horizon line. Sometimes LaGue pushes her colors too far — dazzling hues feel forced. But the more restrained pieces have poetry to them. Painting with wax gives even the sky a rich, tactile quality. “Picnic in Essex, MA” features a sky that palpably ripples above the sea, which is a mere line of navy blue. The green marsh in the foreground is stippled and ridged in weedy green. This work, despite its quieter palette, glows.

http://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/theater-art/2012/05/08/paintings-that-beyond-surface/hCytsSTT4ZOGO2wp0tIQnI/story.html
